
K915 Electrical Systems – Essential Electric System Categories ☐ Critical care rooms (Category 1) in 
which electrical system failure is likely to cause major injury or death of patients, including all rooms 
where electric life support equipment is required, are served by a Type 1 EES. ☐ General care rooms 
(Category 2) in which electrical system failure is likely to cause minor injury to patients (Category 2) are 
served by a Type 1 or Type 2 EES. ☐ Basic care rooms (Category 3) in which electrical system failure is 
not likely to cause injury to patients and rooms other than patient care rooms are not required to be 
served by an EES. Type 3 EES life safety branch has an alternate source of power that will be effective for 
1 1/2 hours. 3.3.138, 6.3.2.2.10, 6.6.2.2.2, 6.6.3.1.1 (NFPA 99), TIA 12-3 

 

K916 Electrical Systems – Essential Electric System Alarm Annunciator A remote annunciator that is 
storage battery powered is provided to operate outside of the generating room in a location readily 
observed by operating personnel.  The annunciator is hard-wired to indicate alarm conditions of the 
emergency power source.  A centralized computer system (e.g., building information system) is not to 
be substituted for the alarm annunciator. 6.4.1.1.17, 6.4.1.1.17.5 (NFPA 99) 

 

K918 Electrical Systems – Essential Electric System Maintenance and Testing The generator or other 
alternate power source and associated equipment is capable of supplying service within 10 seconds. If 
the 10-second criterion is not met during the monthly test, a process shall be provided to annually 
confirm this capability for the life safety and critical branches.  Maintenance and testing of the generator 
and transfer switches are performed in accordance with NFPA 110.  Generator sets are inspected 
weekly, exercised under load 30 minutes 12 times a year in 20-40 day intervals, and exercised once 
every 36 months for 4 continuous hours. Scheduled test under load conditions include a complete 
simulated cold start and automatic or manual transfer of all EES loads, and are conducted by competent 
personnel. Maintenance and testing of stored energy power sources (Type 3 EES) are in accordance with 
NFPA 111. Main and feeder circuit breakers are inspected annually, and a program for periodically 
exercising the components is established according to manufacturer requirements.  Written records of 
maintenance and testing are maintained and readily available.  EES electrical panels and circuits are 
marked and readily identifiable. Minimizing the possibility of damage of the emergency power source is 
a design consideration for new installations. 6.4.4, 6.5.4, 6.6.4 (NFPA 99), NFPA 110, NFPA 111, 700.10 
(NFPA 70) 

 

K919 Electrical Equipment – Other List in the REMARKS section any NFPA 99 Chapter 10, Electrical 
Equipment, requirements that are not addressed by the provided K-Tags, but are deficient. This 
information, along with the applicable Life Safety Code or NFPA standard citation, should be included on 
Form CMS-2567. Chapter 10 (NFPA 99) 

 

K920 Electrical Equipment – Power Cords and Extension Cords Power strips in a patient care vicinity are 
only used for components of movable patient-care-related electrical equipment (PCREE) assembles that 
have been assembled by qualified personnel and meet the conditions of 10.2.3.6. Power strips in the 
patient care vicinity may not be used for nonPCREE (e.g., personal electronics), except in long-term care 



resident rooms that do not use PCREE. Power strips for PCREE meet UL 1363A or UL 60601-1. Power 
strips for non-PCREE in the patient care rooms (outside of vicinity) meet UL 1363.  In non-patient care 
rooms, power strips meet other UL standards.  All power strips are used with general precautions.  
Extension cords are not used as a substitute for fixed wiring of a structure.  Extension cords used 
temporarily are removed immediately upon completion of the purpose for which it was installed and 
meets the conditions of 10.2.4. 10.2.3.6 (NFPA 99), 10.2.4 (NFPA 99), 400-8 (NFPA 70), 590.3(D) (NFPA 
70), TIA 12-5 

 

K921 Electrical Equipment – Testing and Maintenance Requirements The physical integrity, resistance, 
leakage current, and touch current tests for fixed and portable patient-care related electrical equipment 
(PCREE) is performed as required in 10.3.  Testing intervals are established with policies and protocols.  
All PCREE used in patient care rooms is tested in accordance with 10.3.5.4 or 10.3.6 before being put 
into service and after any repair or modification. Any system consisting of several electrical appliances 
demonstrates compliance with NFPA 99 as a complete system.  Service manuals, instructions, and 
procedures provided by the manufacturer include information as required by 10.5.3.1.1 and are 
considered in the development of a program for electrical equipment maintenance. Electrical 
equipment instructions and maintenance manuals are readily available, and safety labels and condensed 
operating instructions on the appliance are legible.  A record of electrical equipment tests, repairs, and 
modifications is maintained for a period of time to demonstrate compliance in accordance with the 
facility's policy. Personnel responsible for the testing, maintenance and use of electrical appliances 
receive continuing training. 10.3, 10.5.2.1, 10.5.2.1.2, 10.5.2.5, 10.5.3, 10.5.6, 10.5.8 


